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	DYSCALCULIA

	What is it? 
A specific learning difficulty that affects the ability to acquire mathematical skills, especially arithmetic. Dyscalculic learners may have a difficulty understanding simple number concepts, lack an intuitive grasp of numbers, and have problems learning number facts and procedures. These can relate to basic concepts such as telling the time, calculating prices, handling change, estimating, and measuring such things as temperature and speed. Approx 1 in 20 people have dyscalculia and 50% of those with dyscalculia also have dyslexia. 

	Presenting Difficulties: 
1. Has a poor sense of number and estimation
2. Weak mental arithmetic skills
3. Has difficulty when counting backwards
4. Has difficulty in remembering ‘basic’ facts, despite many hours of practice/rote learning
5. Has difficulty in understanding place value and the role of zero 
6. Tends to be slower to perform calculations 
7. Forgets mathematical procedures, especially as they become more complex, for example ‘long’ division
8. Addition is often the default operation. The other operations are usually very poorly executed (or avoided altogether)
9. Avoids tasks that are perceived as difficult and likely to result in a wrong answer
10. High levels of mathematics anxiety

	10 Top Tips:
1. Use a wide range of concrete manipulatives in a way that supports visualisation and understanding.
2. Give opportunities to practise basic maths.
3. Try to encourage the child to use more efficient calculating strategies, such as counting on rather than counting all.
4. Give multiplication tables and number bonds to reduce the stress of having to remember these facts.
5. Encourage the child to visualise the maths by drawing diagrams and using concrete materials to model the maths.
6. Give them additional time to process information, give 1 or 2 instructions at a time, write instructions on the board/post-it notes, break the tasks down into smaller chunks, use visual prompts.
7. Make the maths practical and as multisensory as possible.
8. Give lots of opportunities to practise the basics. Use mathematical language as much as possible and encourage the child to do the same.
9. Give them more time for completing tasks; talk through a question, visualise, if possible, refer to real life to make the question less abstract.
10. Praise them for their effort, catch them doing something good.

	Strengths:
· Fast problem solvers, have the ability to think outside of the box and can reflect on past experiences
· Love of words – people with dyscalculia are often exceptional at reading, writing and spelling
	Links for extra information and resources:
What is Dyscalculia — Steve Chinn
Strategies for Teaching Students with Dyscalculia | 2023 Strategies Test Prep - Teacher Certification
dyscalculia-toolkit-v4.pdf (mathematicshed.com)
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